
Message from the Principal 

Success and Celebration 

Welcome to our final Ammonite of 2021, it 
has been another successful year for our 
wonderful young people and this edition 
showcases the success of our hard working 
and talented and resilient students. 

After months of planning, preparation and 
rehearsing, I was delighted to attend the hugely success-
ful Christmas concert at the start of this week. Together our stu-
dents and staff worked hard to produce two highly professional per-
formances – truly magical evenings with beautiful music and stu-
dents we are very proud of. 

The concert was a real triumph and I would like to thank the huge 
number of people from our community (parents, staff and stu-
dents) who contributed to this, giving up their personal time to 
make it such a success. Finally, a huge thank you goes to every-
one who took the time to come and see the concert – without the 
huge levels of support these opportunities wouldn’t run. A special 
thank you must go to Ms McLean, our Director of Music and the 
team of staff involved. Fabulous! 

The week that followed has been one of celebration from House 
celebration breakfasts to end of term assemblies. Plus more 
sporting success and a wealth of talent on display throughout. 
What a term! Staff and students at Wellsway are demonstrating 
our values of respect, opportunity, collaboration and aspiration 
every day. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students, staff, 
parents and governors wholeheartedly for their continuous sup-
port, commitment and friendship to Wellsway School this term. 

Please stay safe and well over Christmas, and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in the New Year. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Rob Pearsall  
 
Principal & Executive Head of School  
Wellsway School and IKB Academy  

Wednesday 5th January 2022 
Term 3 begins—Week A 
 
Monday 10th January 2022 
Extra Curricular Clubs Start 
 
Thursday 27th January  
Year 9 Pathways Evening 
 
Wednesday 9th February  
Year 11 Supporting for Success  
Evening 
 
Monday 14th —Thursday 17th February  
School Production—Disco Inferno 

Key dates 

Issue :  1015 17th December 2021 

Artwork by Anna H-R, Year 11 
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Students of the week are as follows: 
 
Year 7 – Kian C for being a kind friend and development of his social skills 
Year 8 – Dylan G for an outstanding review, and being polite and positive 
Year 9 – Matilda P for excellent contributions in tutor time and being a supportive friend 
Year 10 – Riley G for overall improvement this term 
Year 11 – Jacob R for going above and beyond with Christmas decorations for the tree  
Year 11 – Zoe B for helpfulness and being a fantastic tutee. (from last week)  
Year 12 - Lauren A for excellent commitment to her sixth form studies Year 13 - Joe S for excellent support of the     
       School Christmas Concert and a great entry in the Sixth Form Bake-off. 

Celebration Breakfasts 
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Year 11 Internal Exams Celebration Assembly 

We would like to congratulate our Year 11 students for their excellent conduct during the recent mock examination period. Over the 
entire two weeks, they were fully engaged in the whole process and showed tremendous resilience. It was wonderful to celebrate 

with them yesterday afternoon as they opened their results.  
All Wellsway Staff 

Monday afternoon proved to be an exciting end to a stressful exam period for our Year 11 students as they arrived early for their GCSE mock results assembly. 
Having completed a challenging period of mock examinations in November, Monday was the day that they received their results. 
  
The aim is to give the students a realistic simulation of what to expect in the summer but with the key difference that there is still time to make changes and 
further improve. Thankfully, many of the students were happy with their outcomes and it reflected some real hard work during that mock period. 
  
The assembly highlighted that hard work has a reward and anything worth having in life requires determination and effort,  that it’s a myth that you can be 
successful without hard work. Year 11 were asked to consider: 
  
“it doesn’t come easy and nobody has a right to be successful. If you want something then you have to go out and get it.” 
  
If Not Now, When? 
If Not You, Who? 
“There is NO such thing as a free lesson!” 
  
Parents, carers and teachers may seem like they’re moaning but it's not moaning… It's called friendly awareness raising.                    
Best of luck Year 11. We know like previous year groups, that they have the energy and passion to succeed. 

Mr Pearsall 
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Year 10 Football. Crispin v Wellsway 

(Somerset Cup)  

On Tuesday 14th December the year 10 football team travelled to Crispin for their first game in the Somerset Cup. Wellsway 

started the game very quickly, pressing on the Crispin defence and putting them under pressure. This saw an early goal head-

ed in by JC W. Wellsway continued the pressure and added a second (from JC) not long after. The rest of the half was fairly 

even, with Wellsway unlucky not to add to their total. Just before half time Crispin had an attack from a turn-over and scored 

a goal of their own to take the score to 1-2 into the break. The second half was very evenly contested for the first 20 

minutes, but then Wellsway increased their pressure and the pace of the game and added a third from Alfie S and a fourth 

from Andrew B. A great performance from the whole team in their first game of the season. Final score Crispin 1 – 4 Wells-

way. Man of the match: Frazer C. 

Mr Evans  

B&NES Sports Hall Athletics 
Tuesday 14th December the year 7 and 8 athletics team entered the B&NES 
Sports Hall Athletics competition. The atmosphere inside the Wellsway 
Sports Centre was electric with all students determined to give their best. 
The opposition of Beechen Cliff, Ralph Allen, Writhlington, Hayesfield, Old-
field proved to be just as competitive and all schools were closely matched 
throughout.  
  
Ewan S (Year 7) and Jack B (Year 8) showed tremendous potential in the 
sprint events. Both were selected to go on and compete at the Somerset 
trials. Barnaby B demonstrated great power and endurance in the speed 
bounce and vertical jump. It must be remembered that all athletes contrib-
uted to this impressive overall result.  
  
In the girl’s events Rose C (Year 7) , Molly L (Year 7),  Maggie T (Year 8), Fae 
H (Year 8), Ava G (Year 8), Lilly B (Year 8) and Daisy H (Year 8) all showed 
fantastic abilities in their track events placing 1st or 2nd in their races and 
being invited to compete at the County Championships representing B&NES. 
Lily B (Year 8), performer brilliantly in the shotput throwing a brilliant 6.5m, 
as did Molly L (Year 7) who threw 6.25m.    
  
Overall, the teams placed as follows:   

Year 7 Boys – 2nd    Year 8 Boys - 2nd    Year 7 Girls – 5th    Year 8 Girls – 1st  
  
Well done to everyone involved, a massive team effort from all. Thank you 

to Bea C and Carys G (Year 10), for your help with scoring and measuring the 

long jump station.  

Miss Randall, Miss Iles and Mr Comber   
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Miss Iles – European Championships—Team Gym   

On behalf of Wellsway school I would like to congratulate Miss Iles who recently represented Great Britain at the 
European Championships for Team Gym. Her senior mixed team competed in Portugal the W/C 29th November 
2021 and placed an amazing 2nd place, competing against the best teams in Europe. An amazing result making 
history for British Gymnastics being the first senior medal at a Team Gym European Championships for Great Brit-
ain. Amazing performances across all areas of competition: floor, vault, tumble and trampette.   
  
Well done for everything you have achieved and good luck in your next placement. 

Miss Randall 

Sports Ambassadors in Action at Primary Indoor Athletics  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 9 Sports Ambassadors were in action on Monday when they helped to organise and run a Sports Hall ath-

letics event for children from 7 local primary schools. The Sports Ambassadors were fantastic at keeping calm un-

der pressure and encouraging the Year 6's in their individual events. The atmosphere was fantastic in the sports 

hall and the event simply wouldn't have been possible without the Sports Ambassadors support. Well done to eve-

ryone involved.  

Mrs Burston 
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GCSE Afternoon of Dance  
On Thursday 9th December Wellsway's GCSE Dance students and GCSE PE students who have chosen dance as one of their sports performed in our 
Afternoon of Dance. It was brilliant to welcome parents, carers, family and friends back into school for our performances, there was such an amazing 
atmosphere in the room and so many positive comments were shared about the many routines performed. There were 24 different dances perfor-
mances ranging from: hip-hop to contemporary to samba to Irish dancing, there was a real diverse range of talent showcased at the event.  
 
I am so proud of each dancer who performed at this event, after such a long time away from the stage it was amazing to see the resilience and confi-
dence each and every dancer showed. A special mention must go to India W (Year 10), who performed her routine that had been choreographed as a 
duet as a solo due to her partner being unwell, she didn’t miss a beat and you wouldn’t have been able to tell the change, a true professional.   
  
Well done to Ellie B (Year 11) who came 7th in her first ever solo performance with her local dance school and then performed her hip-hop solo in the 
Afternoon of Dance.   
  
What an amazing evening, it was so lovely to have so many parents, carers, friends and family join us. We hope you enjoyed the evening and that we 
can showcase more of our dance talent soon.         Miss Randall 
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Year 10 Textiles 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 put their brilliant textiles skills to good 
use this week by making their very own Christ-
mas tree decorations. We had a wonderful range 
of designs - from gingerbread men and houses to 
Christmas trees.  
I have asked Year 10 to email me some lovely 
photos of their decorations on the trees at 
home.  

Merry Christmas everyone! I hope you have a 
peaceful holiday with friends and family.  

Miss Davies 
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Year 7 Biology 

 
 

 

 

 

This term Year 7 have been learning 

about biology, looking at cells and or-

ganisms. Students in Miss Fox's class 

made cell models for homework and 

put in a great deal of effort.  

 

 

 

Well done, particularly to Jas, Sophie, 

Alex, Dylan and Alpha!  

Miss Fox 

Year 11 Art 
Year 11 art students have worked tremendously hard these past few terms completing artist copies and  

developing a range of experiments for their coursework .Very well done Y11! All the best .    Ms Wilton 
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Year 7 Friendly Monsters  

 

Well done to Year 7 textiles (rotation 2 class) who produced some amazing friendly monsters! Students were really excited to 
take them home this week, ready for Christmas.  

 
We even had a special Wellsway monster - can you spot him? Well done Charlie S!  

A huge well done to Year 7 - we are very proud of you!  

Happy Christmas Everyone!  

Miss Davies & Ms Smith 
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Year 9 Textiles 
 

 

I am really proud of our wonderful students.  
 

Miss Davies 

A huge well done to Year 9 textiles students who made 
some brilliant beanie hats - all ready for Christmas. It 
was wonderful to see the students so excited about tak-
ing their hats home to show off. Some students said 
they had made them as Christmas presents for family 
members.  

KS3 Textiles/DT Club  
 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Miss Smith and Miss Wright for run-
ning after school textiles club this term. We had over 30 students regularly attend each week! I feel lucky 
to work with such wonderful DT teachers.  

Miss Davies 

A huge well done to the students who attended textiles club this term. They made some wonderful 
Christmas decorations - all ready for the tree! Students are also in the process of making some brilliant 
pencil cases, which will be ready next term. We will update you with some lovely photos then.  
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Year 7  
History 

 

 

 

 

 

In History this term, Year 7 students have been studying how 

William the Conqueror established Norman control in Eng-

land. As part of this, we have been looking at the purpose of 

Castles, and in particular how they were used to defend 

against attacks. Students were set a homework to design a 

castle that shows the specific features of defence and I have 

been really impressed with the effort that has gone in to 

these projects. See below some examples from 7LE and 7ML 

(including some examples that were rather tasty!). Well done! 

Mr Notton  
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Year 7 French-speaking Countries Posters 

 

 

 

Here are some examples of the lovely work done by Year 7 about countries around the world where 
French is spoken. 

Joyeux Noël, 
Mrs Ewins 
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It has been an absolute privilege to work with Wellsway students in preparation for our Christmas Concerts which 
took place on Monday and Tuesday of this week.   Our musical community continues to grow and it was a pleasure 
to see students across all year groups making music together.  Our thanks to the 135 students who took part as musi-
cians, singers or tech team.   

Ms McLean 

Wellsway Christmas Concert 

Disco Inferno—
Rehearsals for the First 
Week Back 
Thursday 6th Jan 3.30-
5.30pm all leads and band. 
Sunday 9th Jan 10am-4pm 
All leads, disco divas and 
dancers.  Band from 1.30-
4pm  
Please note that orchestra 
and choir will resume in 
March, once the school pro-
duction is complete.  No 8am 
rehearsals in Term 3!  



The Ammonite newsletter: 17 December 2021 

Wellsway House Christmas Trees 

 

This year’s competition was hotly contested with themes including climate change, gratitude and homelessness. Burnett were the winning house 
because Mr Knowles was so impressed with the amount of donations students provided for the homeless. Burnett hope to continue with this 
theme moving forward into Community Action Week next term. We will be supporting the Billy Chip charity and learning more about how we 
can help the homeless. Mrs Neal is looking forward to dropping off our donations today and I am sure they will be very grateful for everything we 
have provided. Thank you to parents and students for your generosity! 

Heads of House & Learning Mentors 

Burnett Newton 

Compton 

Stanton 
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Year 12 & 13 Ice Skating 

 

 
It feels like such a long time ago we were able to take students on trips that enriched them by just having fun!!! So this Christmas we went 
that extra mile to get as many Year 12 Sixth Form students together for a bit of fun and laughter. 
  
Ice skating always breaks the Ice (forgive the pun) in terms of team building and getting to know other year 12 students from across our 
collaboration of schools, we were fortunate enough to be able to take 150+ students from Wellsway School, IKB Academy and SBL Acad-
emy to the newly opened Bristol Ice Skating Rink at Cribbs Causeway (Planet-ICE) on the last Wednesday of this term. 
  
The afternoon was enjoyed by students and staff, as you can see from the photos!. The students often ask the staff if they will be skating? 
This is a big decision for a staff member, a fall on the ice in front of students could live with them for the rest of their careers, so if a staff 
member choses to skate, their decision has not been taken lightly. To that…. Mrs Amada Turner ventured onto the Ice to represent the 
staff body and was like an Olympic figure skater! Mr Littleboy and other staff members decided that a potential fall might be too much of 
a risk. However; seeing the students in action and how much holding onto the side was taking place, I don’t think any staff had anything to 
be concerned about. 
  
We were a little late back, but running a trip with Sixth Form students provides us with a little more licence to ensure they get the very 
best from the activity and opportunity. Let’s hope the COVID pandemic stays in control and we can continue to enrich and build that cul-
tural capital with our students. 

Mr Wilkinson 
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PSHE Term 3 
In term 3, students in years 7 to 11 will be exploring the theme of 'Dreams and Goals’ in PSHE.  
 
 Session content for week commencing 3rd January: 
 

 Year 7: What are my dreams and goals? 

 Year 8:  What are my long-term goals? 

 Year 9: My personal strengths and health goals. 

 Year 10: Important relationships and resilience.  

 Year 11: How to overcome stress and anxiety. 
 

Ms Jones 

House Celebration Breakfasts 
In the lead up towards the end of term our Heads of House, Learning Mentors and Sixth Form Leadership Team have been able to enjoy 
a celebration breakfast of croissants, pain au chocolat and hot chocolate with students as a reward for the hard work that they have 
shown this term. It has been fantastic to see approximately 250 students across all 4 Houses ranging from Year 7 to Year 13 receiving 
some well-deserved praise and we are all looking forward to continuing to celebrate the achievements of our students in a similar fash-
ion in the new year.  

Mr Knowles 
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Staff Farewells 
 

We said farewell this week to Janet Snook, one of our longest standing members of 

staff. Janet has been a science technician with us for over twenty years and will be 

much missed. We know how much students love science practicals and what an im-

portant part of the subject they are – so we’re sure you’ll join us in saying thank you to 

Janet for her help in bringing science alive for so many students across the years.  

 

 

  

 It is also farewell to Emily Newport who many parents will have been supported 

 by through her work with Insight queries, parent/ carer evening bookings and 

 Ammonite productions – best of luck to Emily for your new adventure at your 

 new course.  

 Ms Francis 

Covid-19 Testing—January 2022 

 

 

Please remember to ensure that your child takes an LFD 

test before returning to school in January.  All students 

should return to school on Wednesday 5th January for an 

8.45am start as normal.  They will then be offered an LFD 

test in school shortly after their return.  Further details 

have been emailed to parents and can be found on the 

Insight portal.  Please check you ‘Junk’ folder if you have 

not seen this message.  

Mr Cooper 

 

 

It is sad to be saying goodbye to Ann Millard. As careers co-ordinator over the last 

6 years, she has guided so many of our students onto and into their next step. I 

know many students will be grateful for her time, advice and guidance. We wish 

her all the best as she starts a new role as education co-ordinator working for the 

charity WEA.   

Mr Littleboy 
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Sporting Success 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Larissa R, a previ-
ous Wellsway Student who was select-
ed to represent England in Team 
Gymnastics at the European Champi-
onships in Portugal last week. Larissa 
and her team mates won the Bronze 

medal, which is an amazing achieve-
ment. Throughout her time at Wells-
way School Larissa demonstrated ex-
ceptional time management skills 
and determination to come back 
from a serious injury to compete at 
the highest level. Well done Larissa, 
everyone at Wellsway is very proud 
of all your achievements! 

Miss O’Malley 

Year 11 Virtual 

Parent/Carer  

Evening 

 

 The Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will be 

taking place virtually on Thursday the 13th 

of January 2022 via SchoolCloud Parents 

Evenings, which we have successfully used 

recently for other parent evenings 

throughout the Trust. This application al-

lows users to book appointments online 

and conduct appointments remotely via 

video communication. 

Full instructions on using this application 

and how to log in will be sent to parents in 

due course, and we will close for bookings 

at 9am on Wednesday 5th January 2022. 

Mrs Waldock 

 
Year 9 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening 

 The Year 9 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 

the 20th of January 2022 via SchoolCloud Parents Evenings, which we have 

successfully used recently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust. 

This application allows users to book appointments online and conduct ap-

pointments remotely via video communication. 

Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to 

parents in due course, and we will open for booking from 4pm on Wednes-

day 5th January 2022. 

Mrs Waldock 

Owen G—Indoor Athletics 
 

Congratulations to Owen Garrett who competed in the South 

West of England Indoors Championships on Sunday 

5th December and won the U15 Boys Shot put,  increasing his 

personal best to 10.87m. Well done Owen!!  

Mr Evans 
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Debate Club 

  

 

 

 

 

  

All I Want for Christmas is......Debate Club! 

Debate club builds a spectacular equilibrium from push-
ing us outside of our intellectual capabilities whilst 
providing the foundations for confidence. This is achieved 
by the astonishing History Department who go above and 
beyond sign posting our path, encouraging students from 
across the years; and of course supporting the notewor-
thy contributions of Ms Stokes and ourselves. Occurring 
on alternating Tuesdays and Thursdays, students pour 
through the doors, tongues lolling and tails wagging. No 
matter the debate, one thing is certain - justice will be 
served! 

Yours sincerely 

Keziah R, Poppy S and Ryan L.  

In debate, we have an opportunity to improve our confidence in a supporting environment as well as our 
essay skills. We discuss a range of topics such as 'should we abolish the arts from our curriculum' and 
'should we introduce the death penalty in the UK'. Our discussions often get heated, but it's all light-
hearted fun! 

 

 

 

 

The teachers who run debate are so friendly. They always encourage you to carry on speaking even if 
you're flustered, then provide insightful feedback on how to improve next time. This truly enables us to 
progress since we become more coherent with our arguments and know that they're actually listening. 
Their passion really keeps you engaged, and it's lovely when they're absorbed into an argument that 

Debate is open to all years which allows us to see a range of perspectives. The younger years aren't afraid 
to stand up to us sixth formers, which is especially entertaining when they wave us down with such au-
thority.  

A couple of people are also going to attend a competition hosted by Oxford University, which is very ex-
citing since they will smash it and bring pride to our humble school.  

As a whole, debate is definitely worth coming to since you establish new skills that are helpful for aca-
demic and personal lives. The staff are judgement-free, and you can also meet new people that you 
wouldn't have otherwise.  

We do implore you to give it a try!                                                                                            Margaux A - Year 12 
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The Careers team are back in the Careers Hub  
 

Drop in to ask a question or enquire or   
Email – Wellsway School Careers Coordinator  

amillard@wellswayschool.com    
Or 

  Futura Learning Partnership  Careers Advisor  
mmillard@futuralearning.co.uk 

 
You can find all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which you can access  

here 

Yogi 

Happy Holidays from  

Yogi! 

mailto:amillard@wellswayschool.com
mailto:mmillard@wellswaymat.com
https://www.wellswayschool.com/careers/

